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Before and After is Amazing!

Check out this "before &
after' of the second
magnitude spring vent
at Hunter Springs! In just
a few weeks, our
cleanup  efforts  are
already making waves —

literallyl The water is o .
fowing frecly agan, ang  GTOWEh inside protective cage...
those iconic  crystal-
clear blues are making a
stunning comeback.
Nature is amazing, and
we're  just  getting
started!

And we have new

eelgrass growt u Growth on the riverbed!

. onateTodayt

We're back with another edition of our newsletter, packed with the latest project
updates, how you can get in on the action, and other cool stuff. Keep Reading!
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Annual Planting Day!

save Crystal River developed an “Eco-School” curriculum, (part of the National Wildlife
Foundation Eco School Program), in partnership with Crystal River Primary School almost a
decade ago. Working with the teachers and kids k-5 to plant and grow eelgrass in aquariums in
the classroom inspires them to learn about the benefits to the ecosystem. Since 2016, the 5
graders get to plant the eelgrass they grew in Hunter Springs during “Planting Day”” The success
of this critical project is designed to ensure a legacy that will protect this unique gem of the
Nature Coast for future generations.
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What Did the Kids Say?

Station 1: Experiments

“I loved looking at the eelgrass way up close”
“VR goggles are a really cool way to be under the water with the fish and manatees”
“I didn’t think it would take so long for stuff to decompose - we've got to recycle!”
“Now | get why, when the tide is lower the water isn’t as salty”

Station 2: ScubaNauts

“That’s 50 ool that there Is good training to become a professional diver”
“I can't wait to become a diver and help to make a difference in the water”

“I didn’t know that there was an [American] Association of Underwater Scientists”
“I've got to get into this!”

Station 3: Planting Eelgrass

“Roots, leaves, stems and something else....oh yeah, rhizomes!”
“I want to plant even more everywhere in the river”

“Ididn’t know there was so much to this”

“Pm going to tell my friends about the eelgrass”

Station 4: Anchor Pull

“This is really hard, and it makes a bad scar in the sand””
“I didn’t know there were so many kinds of anchors.”

“I did the small anchor pull at Eco Week. This was really great!”
“Boats can do this with their anchors? Uh oh!”

Station 5: Land & Sea Life...

“Wow - manatees must need a lot of teeth to keep growing them like that”
“Those different animals have really different feeling skins”

“I learned about carnivares and herbivores in school, but this is super neat.”
“Geez those propellers can really cut manatees’ bones really bad”

Station 6: Lunch and Ice Cream!

“I love hot dogs, especially at the beach”

“It's good to have something cold to drink when you have a lot to think about.”
“My favorite kind of ice cream? Whatever they have!”
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Volunteers for Planting Day were Fabulous!

MAKING IT HAPPEN TOGETHER WITH CRYSTAL RIVER PRIMARY SCHOOL,
AND MANY TERRIFIC COMMUNITY SUPPORTORS

“»

PLANTING DAY

Crystal River Primary Sea & Shoreline, dedicated S Fish & Wildlife share Publix donated lunch
School Teachers project partners land & sealife education &20 volunteers

Scuba Nauts grows future Guyers Ice Cream Mertailors loves the water & Use Power Pole for
professional divers. donated dessert the project Responsible Anchoring.

e = e
@ = e
Sherri's Department
supportelontand . on wator Totes donster by anmer donated by
Go All Day Plantation Realty

How Can You Help?

We'l continue to focus on resiliency, and we Invite you 1o stand with us n ensuring that
Crystal River continues to thive for generalions, no matter what nature may bring
Together, we can strengthen the foundation that makes ths region  sanctuary for
Wwidife and a source of prid for our community. Donate. Volunteer. 1 all helps!

EMAIL, OR CALL US
INFO@SAVECRYSTALRIVER.COM

(352) 257-6359

email: info@savecrystalriver.com Cell (352) 257-6359

WWW.SAVECRYSTALRIVER.COM
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A Big Thank you to the Folks
Who Came to See First Hand

... JUST HOW IMPORTANT THIS IS FOR OUR COMMUNITY

Bob Hatfield, Aide to Steve Howard, Auvis Cole, Sandy Counts,
Congressman Bilirakis County Administrator Director of Tourism School Board Member

Joe Flaherty Mike Bridges, Melodie Griffin, Audra Curtz

School Board Member Citrus County Public fish & Wildlife Foundation CR City Manager
Information Officer

EMAIL, OR CALL US TO LEARN
HOW YOU CAN DO YOUR PART
TO HELP US TO SAVE THE

\ RIveR!
i INFOBSAVECRYSTALRIVER.COM
Robert Holmes, Ken Frink, Cindi Frink, (352) 257-6359
City Council Member School Board Member  CR City Council Member

email: info@savecrystalriver.com Cell (352) 257-6359

WWW.SAVECRYSTALRIVER.COM
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