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TOP NEWS OF THE MONTH

We are thrilled to see our seagrass thriving after
EELGRASS IS Hurricane Idalia. Our community and nature's
RES'LIENT! resilience never cease to amaze us! Why do we love
seagrass so much? Seagrass plays a vital role in the
offset of carbon emissions as it can sequester as
much as 50 times the amount of carbon in its soil
per hectare as tropical rainforests and for longer
periods.

The storm surge left a saltwater intrusion that impacted

the eelgrass plants. From the surface, the loss was "AK'NG A
visible in some parts, but the eelgrass took root and
made Crystal River its home, just like the manatees COMEBACK

have. As the spring weather has returned, nature is
bouncing back and the strong, salt tolerant, native
eelgrasses are making a resurgence.
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WE'RE LEARNING & SHARING

JOIN US IN BEING AWESOME WATERWAYS VISITORS

>>>

As we restore beds of eelgrass, it's important that they stay protected in order to
grow and flourish for years to come. One of the biggest threats to the sea floor
are hazardous anchoring practices and damage caused by propellers. Anchors
must be lifted before moving a boat and propellers need to be propped up when
passing through the shallows.

Even if a boater is only moving a few feet, it
can cause scars to the bottom of the
waterways that last decades. This slows the
growth of helpful vegetation, removes the
primary food source for manatees and the
safe haven and safe haven for other sea
life. Click here to learn more and find out if

you qualify for our program.
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DIDN'T KNOW THAT!

Kings Bay is not strictly freshwater like a lake
or inland spring, it is directly connected to the
Gulf and is tidally affected every day, twice a
day. The levels of salinity vary from the mouth
of the river to the springs and even from one
end of Kings Bay to the other. Some species of
seagrasses are more saltwater or freshwater
tolerant than others so the level and duration of
the salt water exposure affects different
species to one degree or another.

"seagrass:

any of various submerged
monocotyledonous plants
(such as eelgrass, tape
grass, and turtle grass) of
tropical to temperate
usually shallow coastal
waters that have narrow
grasslike leaves and often
form dense underwater
meadows."

WHAT IS
SEAGRASS?

According to
Merrium-

Webster...
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WANT TO HELP?

GREAT! HERE'S HOW...

Volunteer. There’s
so much we can
do together!

CONTACT US
(352)-257-6359

, Help us to
*v spread the
!. ~ word!

SaveCrystalRiver.com
info@savecrystalriver.com
Facebook

Instag





 

